
The Fire of 1881 

It was on Christmas Day of December 1881, when the worst fire in the city of 
Durand's history broke loose. The fire broke out around 1:30 p.m. at the Ecklor 
House, a large hotel that was located in the city of Durand, and with the wind out 
of the south, the fire quickly spread northward along River Street. The present 
day location would be the block between the Goodrich Furniture Store northward 
to about where McMahon Motors now stands. 

The flames from the fire spread across the streets so that about half of the 
buildings were on fire. The wind carried material onto the roofs of other buildings 
and it did not take long before the rest of the block was on fire. 

The fire burnt and destroyed everything in its path and much was done to save 
valuables from the buildings, but the fire spread so quickly that the most that 
could be saved were the old Courier Wedge papers, account books, and other 
items which could be carried away. One meat market owner even attempted to 
float barrels of pork onto the Chippewa River to save them, but they got away and 
were washed downstream. 

The fire destroyed thirty-four buildings in all of the business sections of Durand. 
The damage was between ninety and one hundred thousand dollars. Only about 
forty-eight thousand dollars of the damage was covered by insurance. The low 
insurance coverage was because some owners could not obtain full coverage and 
therefore; were uninsured because the community did not have adequate fire 
protection. It was not until a couple years later that the first volunteer fire 
department was created in Durand. 

Here is what the Courier Wedge wrote the following week, December 30, 1881. 
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